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The long-‐awaited day is finally here! Every
year, Delegates, Chairs and Secretary
Generals eagerly wait for the opening
ceremony of Borneo Global Issues
Conference held at the International
Convention Centre. The excitement levels
in the main conference hall was a
wonderful sight to see as delegates
waited for the arrival of Her Royal
Highness Princess Sarah. After the arrival
of HRH Princess Sarah, Dr Steve Geraghty,
the executive principal of International
School Brunei opened the ceremony
expressing his gratitude to everyone who
has been part of BGIC over the years. He
also hopes that BGIC has provided an
opportunity for students to feel nurtured
and heard whilst reminding them that
they can make a difference. This was
followed by a welcome speech by two of
the Secretary Generals, Hyunjung Lee and
Thomas Clark, where they highlighted the
importance of skills picked up during BGIC
for university and work life.

The spirits in the hall picked up as the
Year 6s awed everyone with their
performance inspired by this year's
theme, Life Below Water. Our Speakers,
Anna Oposa moved us with how she built
an NGO from nothing. Her witty puns and

ebullient nature grabbed the attention of
the audience. Danni Washington shared
how her love for oceans and science
motivated her to become the person she
is today. She hopes that her underwater
adventures as a marine biologist is an
encouragement to the youth of today.
Both of the Keynote Speakers believe that
everyone can make a difference
regardless of their age, ethnicity and
social background. This was followed by a
joyous performance by the year 7 and 8
band. To end the ceremony, HRH Princess
Sarah graced us with her speech where
she expressed how failure to act upon
global issues now, is a failure to protect
the future generation. She highlighted the
importance of oceans in the ecosystem
and the world economy. She shared how
the Government of Brunei Darussalam is
playing its part in protecting the oceans.
She expressed how everyone has a part
to play and she is glad that events like
BGIC are providing a platform for the
youth to start taking action. With the
sounding of the gong, the 14th Annual
BGIC officially opened!

Amrutha Lakshmi and Indra Alya

Day  2  of BGIC  2018

Page  1  |  3

Contact  Info @isb_brunei @isb_brunei

Her Royal Highness Paduka
Seri Pengiran Anak Isteri
Pengiran Anak Sarah Binti
Pengiran Haji Salleh Ab
Rahaman, giving a speech
about this year’s topic ‘Life
Bellow Water’ to officiate the
opening of the 14th ISB BGIC.
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Interview: Hyunjung Lee
Hyunjung is one out of the
five prominent Secretary
Generals of BGIC 2018. She
has had past experiences as
a floor secretary during her
first year in BGIC and has
moved up to being a chair
and this year as a SG, a vital
role in keeping this event
rolling. ”The first day of BGIC
is always inspirational with
important figures giving out a
speech that inspires the
students mind which
motivates them to feel that
they can make a difference
in this world by participating
in this prestigious event
which is a very crucial part of
BGIC. Although there were
some difficulties with the
arrangement of rooms and
the placards, everything was
resolved quickly due to
everyone working well
together. BGIC also helps
people build teamwork skills.
It was very eye opening to
see delegates collaboratively
working together, being
patient and respectful to each
other even if they have
contrasting views.”

Aida Ariffin

Interview: Ashley Chong
This year, Ashley is one of the
Secretary Generals that needs
to overlook everything to make
sure the debates goes through
smoothly. Secretary Generals
are the Chairs in the GA
(General Assembly). Through
this role, all the SG’s need to
make sure all the Chairs in
each forum understand their
role. She was a Chair last year
but however, realized that that
being a Chair was challenging
and not as easy going as it
seemed. This is her comeback
to BGIC after two years of not
participating. With her role this
year, she wants to give as
much support and motivation to
help the new participants of
BGIC for them to do the best of
their capabilities. Secretary
Generals are the Chairs in the
GA (General Assembly) so
they need to make sure all
Chairs understand their role.

To future Secretary Generals;;
“It’s a lot of hard work and you
need to put a lot of effort in.
However, it’s a great
experience. Also, it is very
satisfying to see Chairs and
Delegates having a good time.”

Chaeyeon Song

Interview: Thomas Clark
He is one of the Secretary
Generals of 14th BGIC. Thomas

was interested in joining BGIC
as his dad participated in the
early BGIC events ever held.
When he was 6 years old he
used to come to the ICC during
BGIC events and from then on,
he was inspired to be in the
shoes of those delegates
involved in this event. This is
his fourth and final year being
part of BGIC. His first two years
of BGIC, he participated as a
delegate, while the third year
he moved up to become a
Chair and this final year he has
become a Secretary General
that many students look up to
for inspiration.

A message to future SG’s:
“It might look like we are not
doing much but it is not an easy
job as we need to organize. I
think it’s about making sure that
the students understand what
BGIC is all about is the most
important thing. I really hope in
the future BGIC doesn’t
become a competition as it is
not about bashing people, it is
about finding solutions and
working together. For future
SG’s please make sure people
still understand the true
meaning behind BGIC.”

Chaeyeon Song
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Interviewing  The  People  
Involved in  BGIC

Students	  
giving	  their	  
opening	  
speeches	  in	  
their	  
forums.

P.C. Danial
Syafiq



The Chair’s Column
The first day of BGIC was just as chaotic, but
exciting as usual. Every year we host a range of
eye opening and inspirational speeches. This year
we were honored to host our key note speakers
Danni Washington and Anna Oposa, two
epitomes of perseverance and determination who
delivered tremendous speeches which surely
inspired all students. During committee debates,
many delegates felt the pleasure of presenting for
and against speeches. However, as always, the
nervousness settled as delegates got to know one
another and therefore, become more comfortable
speaking. As a chair of Eco-Soc Forum 1, I looked
forward with great excitement for the 2 following
days.
Theoshin Murugan

The Atmosphere
A sight of excited and anxious faces set the mood
for the conference, after delegates had taken their
pictures with their fellow school pupils, still
buzzing with excitement and passion from
listening to our Keynote Speakers! Delegates
made their way to the conference rooms, eagerly
awaiting the delivery of their opening speeches.
As the delegates began to find their seats and
chat with their fellow Delegates, rooms were
hushed. The time for the delegates to deliver
opening speeches had begun!

As the chairs called out each delegate to the
podium to deliver their speeches, a streak of
nervous yet eager faces was present, as each
delegate was determined to do justice with their
speeches. As chairs told each delegate they had
a minute to give their speeches, they tightly clung

on to their laptops and notes, containing their
speeches. Smirks and murmurs of laughter was
present, as several delegates delivered speeches
that exceeded the one minute! Obviously showing
they have a lot to share with their delegates.

Harry Swindells
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Isabella  Della  and  Ernie  
Lam  the  Chair’s  of  the  
Environment  Forum  1
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